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Climate and Environment update paper 

 

Purpose of report 

For information. 

Summary  

This paper provides Members with updates on COP26 and LGA activity, progress from the 

Climate Change Task Group, parliamentary activity and the climate change improvement 

programme. It includes our top level asks of government for COP26 and our offer to 

government to work in partnership to meet our net zero ambitions. A separate paper has 

been provided on the WPI Economics research. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Contact officer:  Hilary Tanner/Bethany Vella 

Position:   Senior Policy Adviser/Policy Adviser 

Phone no:   02076643039  

Email:    hilary.tanner@local.gov.uk/bethany.vella@local.gov.uk 

      

 

 

 

Recommendations 

That members reflect and provide any comments on the work raised in this update. 

 

Actions 

Officers will take forward members feedback and comments. 

 

http://www.local.gov.uk/
mailto:info@local.gov.uk
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Climate and Environment update paper 

Background 

1. This paper provides Members with updates on the COP26 Summit, LGA COP26 

activity and the ongoing work of the Climate Change Task Group. It includes our top 

level asks of government for COP26 and our offer to government to work in 

partnership to meet our net zero ambitions. 

 

2. A separate paper has been provided about the work officers commissioned WPI 

Economics to undertake to establish the business case for local delivery of low 

carbon infrastructure projects. The findings are being presented to Members. 

COP26 Summit 

1. The Government remains committed to host the 26th UN Conference of the Parties 

(COP26) in Glasgow this November and the planning for the Summit continues. 

Some progress was made during informal virtual sessions in the UN Climate Change 

Conference of the subsidiary bodies which took place between 31 May to 17 June. 

Parties and observers (accredited organisations) gathered to advance work in 

preparation for November.  

 

2. A session on COP26 Logistics was presented by the UK’s COP 26 Unit. It included 

initial announcements for the operation of COP26 in Glasgow. However, there is still 

much uncertainty on the details of a physical and/or hybrid Summit. 

 

3. The best opportunity to influence national and international key players will come 

through gaining access to the UN-controlled blue zone. The UNFCCC opened an 

application process for accredited organisations to apply for blue zone side events 

(in-person) and exhibits (virtual). The application window closed on 2 July. The LGA 

is not an accredited organisation and therefore could not take part in this application 

process. 

 

4. In its capacity as the Local Governments and Municipal Authority (LGMA) 

constituency Focal Point, the Local Governments for Sustainability (ICLEI) submitted 

an application to the UNFCCC for a Multilevel Action Pavilion in the blue zone. ICLEI 

will look to approach partners for contribution to its costs and development of the 

programme. ICLEI will also collaborate with partners as appropriate, to convene an 

LGMA 2030 Roadmap side event. 

 

5. The LGA is working closely with national and international partners such as ICLEI to 

seek opportunities to access and participate in the blue zone and offer our support 

for a Multilevel Action Pavilion should ICLEI’s application be successful. This is being 

overseen by the Climate Change Task Group.  

http://www.local.gov.uk/
mailto:info@local.gov.uk
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LGA COP26 and other climate activity 

 

6. Our x3 expressions of interest to the Cabinet Office for a thought leadership event, 

exhibition space and joint partnership submission with our European and 

international networks CEMR and UCLG are being considered for inclusion in the 

UK-managed space. We’ve been informed that two of these proposals are being 

considered for the green zone only and await further information on our joint 

partnership proposal. It is not guaranteed at this stage and we expect to hear the 

final outcome in August. We are therefore still seeking opportunities to participate in 

the blue zone. 

 

7. At UK Forum on 3 June, leaders agreed to write a joint letter to Alok Sharma MP 

setting out the offer from the four associations for a strong local government 

presence in Glasgow. In this letter, we are calling for our key COP26 asks: 

 

7.1. Dedicated local government day – at the climate change session at Annual 

Conference, we were joined by Allegra Stratton, COP26 spokesperson who 

confirmed that there will be a dedicated local government day. The Presidency 

Programme was published on the same day which shows that the Cities, Regions 

and Built Environment day will take place on November 11th, the day before the 

closure of negotiations. Local government in the UK should have a role in 

designing and participating in that day. 

7.2. Formal representation of local government – we ask for a dedicated chapter 

for subnational governments in the official agreement reached at COP26, 

recognising the importance of subnational actors in co-designing and delivering 

climate action and seeking to ensure that local government is politically and 

financially empowered to meet that ambition. 

7.3. Commitment in NDCs – commitment to empowering local government should 

be reflected in the updated Nationally Determined Contributions (NDCs) to the 

United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC). 

 

8. Colleagues in the improvement team launched the LGA’s Pass the Planet campaign 

which is showcasing good practice up and down the country on climate change in the 

lead up to COP26. This supports and compliments our policy work. 

 

9. For London Climate Action Week, Cllr Renard represented the LGA at London 

Councils’ local government panel discussion on 2 July. Eddie Hughes MP also took 

part. Cllr Renard spoke about local leadership and our offer to government as 

outlined in the A local path to net zero campaign (see below for more information 

about our offer to government). 

 

http://www.local.gov.uk/
mailto:info@local.gov.uk
https://ukcop26.org/the-conference/presidency-programme/
https://ukcop26.org/the-conference/presidency-programme/
https://www.local.gov.uk/pass-the-planet
https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/wkCWC580KIMR8rjI62kvx
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10. The climate change plenary session at Annual Conference on 7 July was joined by 

Allegra Stratton, COP26 spokesperson, Niclas Svenningsen in the UNFCCC and 

Conservative and Labour Group Leaders. It was chaired by Liz Green, Vice-Chair of 

the LGA Improvement and Innovation Board. A motion on local government 

contributions towards national climate action in the year of COP26 also passed at the 

General Assembly which was supported by the LGA. 

 

Climate Change Task Group updates 

 

11. As you know, the LGA established a Climate Change Task Group to oversee our 

strategic engagement with government and Ministers on climate change, particularly 

this COP 26 year. The Group first met in April and for the first couple of meetings, 

Members discussed the need for a strong narrative of local government’s offer to 

central government. This is set out in the LGA’s A local path to net zero campaign 

which highlights the significant role of councils in advancing the UK’s net zero 

ambitions . Information about COP26 is also available, including a calendar of events 

leading up to November and a range of videos and think pieces by councils and 

industry experts can be found which are themed around the four COP26 goals: 

mitigation, adaptation, finance and collaboration. 

 

12. The key focus of the narrative is to set out why councils should be trusted delivery 

partners with government, reflecting on the functions and responsibilities that 

councils deliver in their areas. These are: 

 

12.1. Place shaping - places are intrinsically local and councils are the master 

planners. This can support government to embed carbon reduction measures 

in the housing and building sector, deliver on the energy transition including 

low carbon heat sources and ensure a just transition to net zero through 

unique knowledge of place and people. 

12.2. Purchasing powers and market shaping – procurement is a key power that 

councils have to deliver net zero. Through commissioning, councils bring 

together public, private and voluntary partners that shape the market to best 

meet the needs of communities. This can support government to build 

capacity in the market for low carbon goods and services and develop local 

skills and supply chains, particularly in the construction industry. 

12.3. Problem solving and direct delivery – every place is unique and different 

localities have different geographies, demographics, infrastructure and 

resources. This can support government to work out how to deliver net zero 

solutions on the ground and offer pilots for innovative projects that can de-

risk, develop new business models, and test new technologies. 

12.4. Assets – councils are landlords and significant asset-owners. This can 

support government to implement carbon reduction and energy efficiency 

projects in existing pipelines of infrastructure and buildings and in turn, 

http://www.local.gov.uk/
mailto:info@local.gov.uk
https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/wkCWC580KIMR8rjI62kvx
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develop low carbon skills, markets and supply chains. The Social Housing 

Decarbonisation Fund Demonstrator is a step in the right direction. However, 

the first 19 projects that are part of the initial investment are nearly identical 

and lacking any innovative approaches which is a missed opportunity.  

12.5. Convenors and communicators – councils are convenors and 

communicators for civil society and businesses. This can support government 

to translate national climate messages locally and reach vulnerable groups, 

build public consent for disruptive change in the transition to net zero and 

empower communities to change their behaviour. 

 

We invite Members to offer any thoughts and comments on our offer to government. 

13. A separate paper has been provided on the research officers are undertaking to 

produce a robust evidence for local delivery of low carbon infrastructure. We believe 

this will strengthen our lobbying on climate change and a green economic recovery 

and provide rich data to support the narrative about our offer to Government above. 

 

14. At the Task Group meeting in May, Members agreed to invite Alok Sharma to meet 

with the Group but due to his international commitments as COP 26 President, we 

have been unable to secure him. We will continue our efforts to engage Alok 

Sharma. The Group met with Minister Eddie Hughes MP and COP26 Business 

Champion Andrew Griffith MP at the last meeting. 

Parliamentary Activity 

15. Environment Bill – the Environment Bill has now reached the House of Lords. The 

LGA is supporting amendments to the nature and biodiversity section of the Bill 

including a requirement for Government to review the impact of new measures on 

councils.  

 

16. Waste and recycling – we have now submitted all of our responses to the second 

set of consultation papers on the new waste and resources strategy which were 

discussed by Members in a special waste meeting. We also responded to 

Governments consultation on the draft policy statement on environmental principles. 

 

17. Press releases – we have issued the following press releases: ‘Councils 

spearheading national climate change effort’ to mark Earth Day, ‘Councils battling fly-

tipping’ and ‘Local leadership crucial in climate change challenge’ to mark the G7 

Summit in June. 

Climate change improvement programme updates Quarter 1 (April-June) 

18. Net Zero Innovation Programme: We are continuing to work with twelve 

partnerships to develop tools and resources for the local government sector. As part 

of this, five episodes of the Together Towards Net Zero Podcast are now live.  

http://www.local.gov.uk/
mailto:info@local.gov.uk
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/social-housing-decarbonisation-fund-demonstrator-successful-bids/social-housing-decarbonisation-fund-demonstrator-successful-bids
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/social-housing-decarbonisation-fund-demonstrator-successful-bids/social-housing-decarbonisation-fund-demonstrator-successful-bids
https://www.local.gov.uk/topics/climate-environment-and-waste
https://www.local.gov.uk/parliament/briefings-and-responses/lga-response-consultation-draft-policy-statement-environmental
https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/M9RkCBgE9cDAqL6tz94dmP
https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/M9RkCBgE9cDAqL6tz94dmP
https://www.local.gov.uk/about/news/lga-councils-battling-20000-fly-tipping-incidents-week
https://www.local.gov.uk/about/news/lga-councils-battling-20000-fly-tipping-incidents-week
https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/3cPtCDREWFoMp8vFWjyU4G
https://local.gov.uk/net-zero-innovation-programme
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19. Councillors’ workbook on the local pathway to net zero – This is a distance 

learning aid for local councillors. It is intended to provide councillors with insight, 

assistance and the key skills which will help them to be most effective in their role 

including the benefits and opportunities for local climate action. 

 

20. Creating Local Green Jobs: Resources online – Three blogs on the LGA ‘leading 

and learning together’ sessions are available, focused on creating green jobs.  
 

21. Measuring emissions – we launched guidance for local authorities when measuring 

their scope 3 greenhouse gas emissions for social care. This is sector-specific 

guidance for social care services, covering all the main aspects of social care spend. 

Alongside this, the Greenhouse Gas Accounting toolkit has also been updated to 

incorporate wider Scope 3 reporting. 
 

22. Webinar – officers have delivered two webinars: Design in the Public Sector: 

Innovative approaches to low energy housing and Place-based leadership for 

biodiversity. 

 

http://www.local.gov.uk/
mailto:info@local.gov.uk
https://local.gov.uk/publications/councillors-workbook-local-pathway-net-zero
https://www.local.gov.uk/our-support/climate-change/climate-action-green-economy
https://www.local.gov.uk/publications/scope-3-greenhouse-gas-emissions-social-care-guidance-local-authorities
https://localpartnerships.org.uk/greenhouse-gas-accounting-tool/
https://local.gov.uk/our-support/climate-change/climate-action-energy-planning-and-housing
https://local.gov.uk/our-support/climate-change/climate-action-energy-planning-and-housing
https://www.local.gov.uk/place-based-leadership-biodiversity-friday-28-may-2021
https://www.local.gov.uk/place-based-leadership-biodiversity-friday-28-may-2021

